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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–01 Edition)Pt. 1926, Subpt. L, App. E

[61 FR 46122, Aug. 30, 1996; 61 FR 59832, Nov.
25, 1996]

Subpart M—Fall Protection

AUTHORITY: Sec. 107, Contract Work Hours
and Safety Standards Act (Construction
Safety Act) (40 U.S.C. 333); Sec. 4, 6, 8, Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29
U.S.C. 653, 655, 657); Secretary of Labor’s
Order No. 1–90 (55 FR 9033); and 29 CFR Part
1911.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 66 FR 5265, Jan.
18, 2001, the authority citation for subpart M
of part 1926 was revised, effective July 18,
2001. For the convenience of the user the re-
vised text is set for as follows:

AUTHORITY: Sec. 107, Contract Work Hours
and Safety Standards Act (Construction
Safety Act) (40 U.S.C. 333); Sec. 4, 6, 8, Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29
U.S.C. 653, 655, 657); Secretary of Labor’s Or-
ders Nos. 1–90 (55 FR 9033), 6–96 (62 FR 111);
and 3–2000 (65 FR 50017), as applicable, and 29
CFR Part 1911.
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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1926.500

SOURCE: 59 FR 40730, Aug. 9, 1994, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 1926.500 Scope, application, and defi-
nitions applicable to this subpart.

(a) Scope and application. (1) This sub-
part sets forth requirements and cri-
teria for fall protection in construction
workplaces covered under 29 CFR part
1926. Exception: The provisions of this
subpart do not apply when employees
are making an inspection, investiga-
tion, or assessment of workplace condi-
tions prior to the actual start of con-
struction work or after all construc-
tion work has been completed.

(2) Section 1926.501 sets forth those
workplaces, conditions, operations, and
circumstances for which fall protection
shall be provided except as follows:

(i) Requirements relating to fall pro-
tection for employees working on scaf-
folds are provided in subpart L of this
part.

(ii) Requirements relating to fall pro-
tection for employees working on cer-
tain cranes and derricks are provided
in subpart N of this part.

(iii) Requirements relating to fall
protection for employees performing
steel erection work are provided in
§ 1926.105 and in subpart R of this part.

(iv) Requirements relating to fall
protection for employees working on
certain types of equipment used in tun-
neling operations are provided in sub-
part S of this part.

(v) Requirements relating to fall pro-
tection for employees engaged in the
construction of electric transmission
and distribution lines and equipment
are provided in subpart V of this part.

(vi) Requirements relating to fall
protection for employees working on
stairways and ladders are provided in
subpart X of this part.

(3) Section 1926.502 sets forth the re-
quirements for the installation, con-
struction, and proper use of fall protec-
tion required by part 1926, except as
follows:

(i) Performance requirements for
guardrail systems used on scaffolds and
performance requirements for falling
object protection used on scaffolds are
provided in subpart L of this part.

(ii) Performance requirements for
stairways, stairrail systems, and hand-
rails are provided in subpart X of this
part.

(iii) Additional performance require-
ments for personal climbing equip-
ment, lineman’s body belts, safety
straps, and lanyards are provided in
subpart V of this part.

(iv) Section 1926.502 does not apply to
steel erection activities. (Note: Section
1926.104 sets the criteria for body belts,
lanyards and lifelines used for fall pro-
tection in steel erection activities.
Paragraphs (b), (c) and (f) of § 1926.107
provide definitions for the pertinent
terms).

(4) Section 1926.503 sets forth require-
ments for training in the installation
and use of fall protection systems, ex-
cept in relation to steel erection ac-
tivities.

(b) Definitions.
Anchorage means a secure point of at-

tachment for lifelines, lanyards or de-
celeration devices.

Body belt (safety belt) means a strap
with means both for securing it about
the waist and for attaching it to a lan-
yard, lifeline, or deceleration device.

Body harness means straps which
may be secured about the employee in
a manner that will distribute the fall
arrest forces over at least the thighs,
pelvis, waist, chest and shoulders with
means for attaching it to other compo-
nents of a personal fall arrest system.

Buckle means any device for holding
the body belt or body harness closed
around the employee’s body.

Connector means a device which is
used to couple (connect) parts of the
personal fall arrest system and posi-
tioning device systems together. It
may be an independent component of
the system, such as a carabiner, or it
may be an integral component of part
of the system (such as a buckle or dee-
ring sewn into a body belt or body har-
ness, or a snap-hook spliced or sewn to
a lanyard or self-retracting lanyard).

Controlled access zone (CAZ) means an
area in which certain work (e.g.,
overhand bricklaying) may take place
without the use of guardrail systems,
personal fall arrest systems, or safety
net systems and access to the zone is
controlled.

Dangerous equipment means equip-
ment (such as pickling or galvanizing
tanks, degreasing units, machinery,
electrical equipment, and other units)
which, as a result of form or function,
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